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WCI ROUNDTABLE AGENDA: Beyond Copenhagen – Coal’s Role in a Low Carbon World 

Hotel Amigo, Brussels, Tuesday 10 November 2009 
 
The UNFCCC’s upcoming Copenhagen conference is only four weeks away. 190 nations will meet in 
December to try and produce a global deal on climate change designed to succeed the Kyoto Protocol from 
2012 onwards. The specifics of this agreement are likely to have a significant impact on the future of the 
coal industry and carbon capture and storage (CCS) both within the EU and globally. With a focus on coal’s 
future after Copenhagen, the roundtable will consider what is expected at COP-15, discuss the future of 
coal in Europe and look beyond the Kyoto Protocol. 
 
“Beyond Copenhagen – Coal’s Role in a Low Carbon World” roundtable will bring together WCI members, 
EURACOAL members, industry stakeholders, NGO’s and key figures from the European Commission and 
European Parliament. 
 

 

08.50 Welcome  Milton Catelin, Chief Executive 
World Coal Institute  

 
What to Expect from Copenhagen  
Chair:    Nick DeIuliis, Chief Operating Officer, CONSOL Energy 
 
09.00 Coal Industry Perspectives Fred Palmer, SVP Government Relations 

Peabody Energy 

09.20 International Perspectives Howard Bamsey, Deputy Secretary 
Australian Department of Climate Change 

09.40 European Commission Perspective Jos Delbeke, Deputy Director General, DG ENV 

10.00 Discussion 
 

10.40 Break 
 
 

 

The Future of Coal in the EU  
Chair:    Thorsten Diercks, Secretary-General, Euracoal 
 
11.00 CCS in Europe, update and road forward  Jan Panek, DG TREN  

 

11.20 Future of Carbon Markets Jeremy Oppenheim, Director 
McKinsey & Company 

11.40 Challenge of Building New Clean Coal Plants 
in the EU 

Giles Dickson, Vice President 
Government Relations Europe, ALSTOM Power
 

12.00 Parliament Comment Chris Davies, MEP  

12.20 Discussion 

13.00 Lunch  
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Looking Beyond Copenhagen 
Chair:  Preston Chiaro, Chief Executive Energy, Rio Tinto  
 
14.15  

 Chris Knowles, Head of Energy, Environment and Investment Funds, Structured Finance and 
Advisory, European Investment Bank 
Making CCS Economically Viable 
 

 Bill Koppe, Senior Executive GCCSI 
Bridging the Gap to Commercial Reality 
 

 Graeme Sweeney, Chairman, ZEP & Executive VP, CO2, Royal Dutch Shell 
CCS Beyond Copenhagen 

 
 Roland Verstappen, VP International Affairs, ArcelorMittal  

Business Perspectives 
 

 Hanspeter Rohner, Vice-President, Schlumberger Carbon Services 
Examples of International Progress with a Focus on Storage 

 
 
15:55  Panel Discussion with Q & A 
 
 
16:45  Conclusions- Dr Don Elder, Chairman, World Coal Institute, & Chief Executive, Solid Energy NZ 
 
17:00  END 
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Speaker Biographies 
 

Howard Bamsey 
Deputy Secretary, Australian Department of Climate Change 
Howard Bamsey is a Deputy Secretary in the Department of Climate Change and Australia’s Special 
Envoy on Climate Change. As one of Australia’s most experienced negotiators, he plays a key role in 
international climate change negotiations. 

Mr Bamsey was formerly Deputy Secretary in the Department of the Environment and Water Resources 
and head of the former central Australian Government Agency on Climate Change, Australian 
Greenhouse Office. Between 2006 and 2007 he was co-chair to the United Nations ‘Dialogue on Long-
term Cooperative Action on Climate Change’, which launched negotiations on long-term cooperative 
climate change action. 

He spent over twenty years in the Australian foreign service. He served in the main United Nations 
centres of New York, Geneva and Vienna as well as other capitals. His positions included Ambassador to 
the United Nations in Geneva and Ambassador for the Environment. 

 
Milton Catelin 
Chief Executive, World Coal Institute 
Milton Catelin has been Chief Executive of the WCI since January 2005. He also serves on the Expert 
Advisory Panel to Tony Blair’s Breaking the Deadlock climate change initiative and is a member of the 
IEA Coal Industry Advisory Board. 

Prior to joining the WCI, he worked with the UN Environment Programme, where as Chief of Partnerships 
& Public Affairs, he created a public-private partnership programme for the Basel Convention on 
Hazardous Wastes. 

At the national level he has worked in the Australian Departments of the Prime Minister; Finance; and 
Environment. He was a chief negotiator for Australia on both the Kyoto Protocol on Climate Change (1996 
- 1998) and the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer and has a Masters in 
Public Policy (ANU 1990). He has received Awards for his environmental work from Australia (2001: 
“significant and sustained contribution to the achievements of Environment Australia”); the USA (2003 
EPA Stratospheric Protection Award); and the UN (2007 Montreal Protocol Outstanding Contributors 
Award). 

 
Chris Davies 
MEP, European Parliament 
Chris Davies is a British Liberal Democrat Member of the European Parliament. Elected in 1999, after 
previously serving in the House of Commons, he is the party spokesman on the Environment Committee. 
During the past nine years he has played an influential role in shaping EU climate change and other 
environmental laws, and is presently the Parliament's negotiator on carbon capture and storage 
legislation. 
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Jos Delbeke 
Deputy Director General, DG Environment 
Jos Delbeke has been Deputy Director General of the European Commission Directorate General for the 
Environment since 2008. He was deeply involved in negotiations on the package on climate change and 
energy in the EU Council and Parliament. Mr Delbeke has also been a key player in developing Europe's 
International Climate Change strategy, its legislation on cars and fuels, the European Emissions Trading 
Scheme, and legislation on air quality and emissions from big industrial installations.  

Mr Delbeke joined the European Commission in 1986 and was very active in market-based instruments, 
cost-benefit analysis, and the new chemicals legislation known as REACH. For several years he was the 
European Commission's chief negotiator at the UNFCCC Conference of the Parties. In 1985, Mr Delbeke 
worked temporarily for the International Monetary Fund in Washington, DC. He was Head of Task Force 
during the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, Director of Air Quality, 
Climate Change, Chemical Substances and Biotechnology from 2003-2005  

 
Nick Deluliis 
Chief Operating Officer, CONSOL Energy 
Nicholas J. DeIuliis is Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer of CONSOL Energy Inc. and 
President and Chief Operating Officer of CNX Gas Corporation. In these positions, he is responsible for 
all coal and gas production at CONSOL Energy and CNX Gas.  

After graduating with a degree in chemical engineering from The Pennsylvania State University, Mr. 
DeIuliis began his career in CONSOL Energy’s research and development group. While at CONSOL 
Energy, he obtained a master’s degree in business administration and a juris doctorate degree, both from 
Duquesne University. From Vice President of Strategic Planning at CONSOL Energy he went on to 
become President and CEO of CNX Gas from its inception in 2005 until early 2009. 

Mr. DeIuliis is a Director at-Large of the board of directors of the Independent Petroleum Association of 
America, and a director of the World Coal Institute along with several other affiliations. 

 
Giles Dickson 
Vice President, Government Relations, Alstom Power 
Giles Dickson is VP Government Relations Europe for Alstom Power. He leads Alstom's thinking and 
engagement on energy and environment policy in Europe, promoting clean power solutions to climate 
change and energy security. He was previously a UK Government official for 16 years, working mostly on 
EU issues and serving most recently as Environment Counsellor at the UK Permanent Representation to 
the EU. 

 
Thorsten Diercks 
Secretary-General, EURACOAL 
Dr. Thorsten Diercks worked as a lawyer since 1991 for the German lignite industry association 
(DEBRIV), defending the interests of the German lignite industry especially in matters of environmental 
and energy policy. On 1st July 2005, Dr. Diercks was appointed as EURACOAL’s Secretary-General. 
EURACOAL is the European umbrella organisation of the hard coal and lignite producers of the European 
Union and of the Candidate Countries. 
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Don Elder 
Chairman, World Coal Institute, & Chief Executive, Solid Energy NZ 
Don Elder is Chief Executive of Solid Energy NZ Ltd, New Zealand’s largest energy producer. Solid 
Energy produces and distributes coal, biomass, biofuels, coal bed methane and solar and is a leading 
participant in new energy research and commercialisation including CCS, alternative energy and waste 
re-use. 

Don completed his DPhil at Oxford University on a Rhodes Scholarship then worked for 17 years in the 
engineering and environmental industries in the UK, Canada and the US before returning to New Zealand 
in 2000 to take up his current position. He has been on the boards of many companies, industry, business 
and community organisations in Canada and New Zealand including, at present, ASB Bank, one of New 
Zealand’s four leading banks. Don is the current Chair of the World Coal Institute. 

 
Christopher Knowles  
Head of Energy, Environment and Investment Funds, Structured Finance and 
Advisory, European Investment Bank 
Christopher Knowles joined EIB in 1982 and has held a number of positions inside and outside Europe. 
Since January 2006 he has been part of a new initiative by EIB to reinforce its activity in sectors of high 
policy priority for the EU – the Actions for Growth Initiative - and in which the EIB seeks to develop 
innovative approaches. In this capacity he has a pan-European responsibility for a diverse portfolio of 
activities, which includes equity funds for infrastructure and clean energy, carbon finance, CCS, and 
structured lending in the energy and environmental sectors. From 2000 to 2005 he led the lending 
operations team responsible for EIB’s financing in the transport and infrastructure sectors in Spain, 
closing €4-5 000 million of financing annually for Europe’s largest national infrastructure programme, 
much of it in PPP form. He spent the 1990s doing broadly similar jobs throughout the Central European 
region, Finland and Greece and the 1980s in the African and Caribbean regions. Prior to EIB he worked 
for the Lesotho National Development Corporation, the European Commission and Lazard Brothers. He 
has degrees in Economics and Management from the University of Durham. 

 
Bill Koppe 
Senior Executive, Global CCS Institute 
Bill Koppe joined the Global CCS Institute as Senior Executive in mid-2009. A geologist by training, Bill 
has many years of experience in international coal business and project development with Shell and, 
more recently, with Anglo American. For most of the past decade he has specialised in the technology, 
regulatory and project development of coal-related emissions reduction technologies - ranging from 
methane capture and utilisation to CCS. In 2004 and 2005 he was attached to the Monash Energy 
Project, a large planned commercial coal gasification and CCS project in Australia, with responsibility for 
its CCS programme. 

Prior to joining the Global CCS Institute Bill was active in promoting CCS through the IEA’s Coal Industry 
Advisory Board and through the Australian Coal Industry’s COAL21 Fund, and was director of the 
CO2CRC. He is a Member of the Australian Government’s National Carbon Storage Taskforce and CCS 
Flagships Independent Advisory Panel. 
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Jeremy Oppenheim 
Director, McKinsey & Company 
Jeremy Oppenheim is the Director of McKinsey & Company, London where he currently leads their global 
Climate Change Special Initiative (CCSI). CCSI builds on the McKinsey global cost curve for carbon 
abatement and seeks to serve leading clients in the private, public and non-profit sectors on the new 
strategies, business models, operating systems and capabilities they need to become leaders in the 
emerging low carbon economy.  

He has served one of the world’s top three oil majors on their low carbon and energy security strategy, 
together with detailed work on their biofuels agenda and has served the UK Government on the 
development of a carbon budget for the UK economy, building on the public report that McKinsey 
developed with the Confederation of British Industry on “Climate Change: Everybody’s Business”. Jeremy 
has also advised one of the world’s top global banks on their overall strategy to participate in financing the 
low carbon economy across their asset management, wholesale, principal investing and corporate 
banking divisions. 

Jeremy has a MA in Law and Economics (1st class honours) from Trinity College, Cambridge and a 
Masters in Public Administration from the Kennedy School of Government. Prior to joining McKinsey, he 
worked at the World Bank for 5 years where he specialised in the field of industrial restructuring and 
technology development.  

 
Fredrick D. Palmer 
Senior Vice President Government Relations, Peabody Energy 
Fred Palmer is Senior Vice President of Government Relations of Peabody Energy. He joined Peabody in 
February 2001 and is responsible for advancing government policies around the globe to unlock the 
potential for coal as the world’s future fuel. He is a member of the National Coal Council, serves on the 
Executive Committee, and is Chairman of the Coal Policy Committee.  He also represents Peabody on 
the Board of Directors of the FutureGen Industrial Alliance and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.  Fred is 
a 2004 recipient of the Erskine Ramsay Medal Award from the Society for Mining, Metallurgy and 
Exploration 

Jan Panek 
European Commission, DG TREN 
Jan Panek is the Head of Unit "Coal and Oil" in the Directorate-General for Energy and Transport of the 
European Commission in Brussels. He joined the European Commission in October 2005 after a 
diplomatic service at the Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs during which he held positions in the Ministry 
headquarters as well as in Czech diplomatic missions in Tokyo and Brussels. He also spent several years 
in the 1990s with the Boston Consulting Group in its London and Central European offices. He has a 
B.Sc. in Applied Geophysics from Charles University in Prague and an M.A. in International Economics 
and American Foreign Policy from The Johns Hopkins University - SAIS in Washington, D.C. He is also a 
CFA (Chartered Financial Analyst) charterholder. 

Hanspeter Rohner 
Vice-President, Schlumberger Carbon Services 
Hanspeter Rohner is Vice President for Schlumberger Carbon Services. He graduated in mechanical 
engineering in Switzerland and joined Schlumberger in 1974. Hanspeter has held various positions as 
field engineer, in technical management and marketing, followed by several regional managerial positions 
for different Schlumberger arms. With over 30 years of experience in oilfield subsurface technologies in 
Schlumberger, Hanspeter joined the Schlumberger Carbon Services team in July 2005 and was 
responsible for the development of Schlumberger’s CO2 geological storage business in Europe and 
Australia.
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Graeme S.S. Sweeney 
Executive Vice President, Future Fuels & CO2 
Shell International Petroleum Company Ltd 
Graeme Sweeney joined the Royal Dutch Shell Group in 1976 in the Crude Oil Trading business based in 
the UK. Between mid-2005 and September 2007, Dr. Sweeney was the Executive Vice President of 
Renewables, Hydrogen, CO2 & Power. He has recently been appointed as the Executive Vice President 
of the Future Fuels & CO2 organisation for Shell. 

Dr. Sweeney has recently been elected as Chairman of the Advisory Council of the European Technology 
Platform of Zero Emission Fossil Fuels Power Plants (ETP-ZEP) and is also a member of the Gleneagles 
Dialogue Project Steering Board and the UK Energy Research Partnership (UKERP). He chairs the 
Advisory Board of the UK Energy Research Centre (UKERC) and works in the context of Chairman with 
DTI/DEFRA on the Near-Zero Emission Coal (NZEC) and the EU Coach programmes. 

Dr. Sweeney received a PhD in Mathematics from the Victoria University of Manchester in 1977. He holds 
a Physics degree from the same institution and is a Chartered Physicist. Dr. Sweeney is British, married 
with two children, and enjoys rugby, football, cycling and literature. 

Roland Verstappen 
Vice President International Affairs, ArcelorMittal 
Roland Verstappen started his career as a lawyer in an international law firm in Brussels in 1981. After a 
short spell, he joined Komatsu Europe, a Japanese multinational with European headquarters in Brussels, 
where he created a European legal department. He joined Ford Motor Company in Belgium in 1985 to 
handle all legal affairs. In 1988, he joined the European legal department of Ford in Europe. In 1993 he 
joined the Governmental Affairs team of Ford in Brussels handling European lobbying issues. In 1996, he 
was appointed as the head of Governmental Affairs for Ford in Europe. 

In 2000, he was appointed as Executive Director of European Governmental Affairs for all Ford Motor 
Company brands in Europe including Jaguar, Land Rover and Volvo. In January 2006, he joined Mittal 
Steel as Director Governmental Affairs and in September 2006, he was appointed Vice President 
International Affairs and Sustainable Development of ArcelorMittal. 

In April 2009, he was appointed as Vice-President for International Affairs and Corporate Responsibility 
for the ArcelorMittal Group. 

 

 



World Coal Institute Roundtable – List of Attendees 
 

Giles Dickson    ALSTOM Power 
Roger Wicks    Anglo Coal 
Roland Verstappen   ArcelorMittal 
Deck Slone    Arch Coal 
Howard Bamsey   Australian Department of Climate Change 
Manie Dreyer    BHP Billiton  
Ross Willims    BHP Billiton  
Nikolaos Koukouzas   CERTH/ISFTA 
Nick DeIuliis    CONSOL Energy 
Renate Eisenvortova   Czech Coal  
George Milojcic   Deutscher Braunkohlen 
Thorsten Diercks   EURACOAL 
Bonifacio Garcia Porras  European Commission 
Marion Wilde    European Commission 
Jan Panek    European Commission 
Pierre Dechamps   European Commission 
Jos Delbeke    European Commission 
Chris Knowles    European Investment Bank 
Bernd Bogalla    German Hard Coal Association 
Franz-Josef Wodopia   German Hard Coal Association 
Bill Koppe    Global CCS Institute 
Brian Ricketts    IEA 
Michael Sutherlin   Joy Global 
Skip Stephens    Joy Global 
Jeremy Oppenheim   McKinsey & Company 
Chris Davies    MEP 
Dudley Isles    Mitsubishi Development Pty 
Greg Boyce    Peabody Energy 
Cartan Sumner   Peabody Energy 
Fredrick Palmer   Peabody Energy 
Janusz Bojczuk   Poltegor Engineering Ltd 
Jacek Szczepinski   Poltegor Engineering Ltd 
Preston Chiaro    Rio Tinto 
Zara Fisher    Rio Tinto 
Hanspeter Rohner   Schlumberger Carbon Services 
Alison Brown    Solid Energy New Zealand 
Don Elder    Solid Energy New Zealand 
Philip Garner    UK Coal Mining 
Hartmuth Ziess   Vattenfall Europe 
Götz Bartkowiak   Total 
Milton Catelin    World Coal Institute 
Meade Harris    World Coal Institute 
Katie Mills    World Coal Institute 
Richard Nevinson   World Coal Institute 
Stephan Singer   WWF 
Mark Johnston   WWF 
Michael Buffier   Xstrata Coal 
Eric Drosin    Zero Emissions Platform 
Graeme Sweeney   Zero Emissions Platform & Royal Dutch Shell 
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The World Coal Institute (WCI) is a non-profit, non-governmental association of coal enterprises 
and stakeholders – the only international body working on behalf of the coal industry. WCI has strong 
contacts and relationships with important international agencies, including the International Energy Agency 
and the World Bank and has accredited consultative status with the United Nations.

The objectives of WCI are to:

Deepen and broaden understanding amongst policy makers and key stakeholders of the •	
positive role of coal in meeting the challenge of climate change, addressing widespread 
poverty in developing countries, and meeting the need for secure supplies of energy. 

Assist in the creation of a political climate supportive of action by governments to include:•	
−	 Carbon capture & storage (CCS) in climate mitigation strategies and plans
−	 Clean coal technologies (CCT) in environmental strategies
−	 Coal to liquids technologies (CTL), with CCS, in energy security considerations
−	 Coal in national and regional energy portfolios

Inform and educate communities of the benefits of coal, the contribution that can be made through CCS •	
and CCT, and the constructive role played by the coal industry in improving its environmental 
performance, and strengthening social and economic development. 

Support improved performance in mine safety globally. •	

WCI publishes a range of reports, including most recently:

Securing the Future: Financing CCS in a Post-2012 World•	
CCS and the Clean Development Mechanism•	
Key Elements of a Post-2012 Agreement on Climate Change•	
Coal Meeting the Climate Challenge: Technology to Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions•	

Chairman: Dr Don Elder
Chief Executive: Milton Catelin

World Coal Institute
5th Floor Heddon House
149-151 Regent Street
London,  W1B 4JD
UK

t: +44 (0) 20 7851 0052
f: +44 (0) 20 7851 0061
info@worldcoal.org
www.worldcoal.org 



info@worldcoal.org           
www.worldcoal.org 
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